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Process

Brainstorming is welcome; don’t be 
afraid to say what comes to mind.

Consider the possibility of unorthodox 
or unusual ideas without immediately 
dismissing them.

Discuss, build upon and constructively 
criticize each other’s ideas — 
in a spirit of cooperative give and take.

Make comments concise to avoid 
monopolizing the dialogue. 

Diversity, Inclusion and No Harassment

Research Corporation for Science 
Advancement fosters an environment 
for listening and considering new ideas 
from a diverse group, with respect for all 
participants without regard to gender, race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, age or any 
other aspect of how we identify ourselves 
other than as fellow scientists.  

RCSA does not tolerate any form of 
harassment, which could include verbal 
or physical conduct that has the purpose 
or effect of substantially interfering with 
anyone else’s participation or performance 
at this conference, or of creating an 
intimidating, hostile, or offensive 
environment; any such harassment may 
result in dismissal from the conference.

Objectives

Engage in dialogue with the goal of 
accelerating high-risk/high-reward 
research.

Identify and analyze bottlenecks to 
advance fundamental understanding 
of the gut-brain axis and the roles 
microbiota play in neurodegenerative 
disorders.

Build a creative, better-networked 
community that is more likely to 
produce scientific breakthroughs.

Form teams to write proposals to 
seed novel projects based on highly 
innovative ideas that emerge at the 
conference. 
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Welcome to the 2021 Scialog: Microbiome, Neurobiology and Disease meeting, cosponsored by Research 
Corporation, the Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group and Frederick Gardner Cottrell Foundation. This is the first of 
three Scialog meetings on this theme.

The goal of this Scialog is to catalyze the creation of multidisciplinary collaboration to explore new and 
innovative projects that accelerate fundamental science on the gut-brain axis and how the microbiome 
contributes to and affects neurobiology and neuropathologies.

Scialog’s overarching purpose is to advance cutting-edge science of great significance to humanity by 
catalyzing innovative, basic research leading to fundamental discoveries. Our focus is on scientists in the 
early years of their independent careers. Through the unique Scialog process, we seek to lay the foundation 
for an ongoing, highly creative, cross-disciplinary community of scientists that will prove adept at 
identifying exciting areas for research advances for decades to come.

To that end, under the guidance of Program Directors Andrew Feig, Richard Wiener and Silvia Ronco 
(Research Corporation), and with assistance from our initiative partners Alexandra Basford and Kathryn 
Richmond (Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group) and Shaun Kirkpatrick (Frederick Gardner Cottrell Foundation), 
we hope you will be engaged in passionate discussions with colleagues, many of whom you will have met 
for the first time at Scialog. The process may even push you out of your comfort zone with the goal of 
stimulating new and better ideas. The result, we expect, will be a meeting unlike others that you attend. 
We are confident that you will find the next two days to be extremely worthwhile.

This is your opportunity to air that wild idea you have been reluctant to share with others, or to discuss a 
nagging hunch that does not yet have sufficient supporting data, or to take a leap on a high-impact/high-
risk project instead of concentrating all your effort on somewhat more “incremental” studies. This is the 
time to come up with, and be open to, completely new ideas that may truly change the world and to find 
new colleagues and collaborators with whom to pursue them.

We hope this first meeting on this topic yields a crop of outstanding team proposals, which will make our 
job of determining who receives funding very challenging. I wish you every success in exploring new and 
compelling ideas over the next two days.

Have a terrific meeting!

Daniel Linzer 
President 
Research Corporation for Science Advancement 

From the President
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From the Program Director

Research Corporation’s highly interactive Scialog meetings have the goal of catalyzing new 
collaborations based on blue-sky ideas among Scialog Fellows who constitute a highly select group of 
exemplary early-career scientists from the U.S. and Canada. The emphasis is on dialog, networking, and 
building new collaborations to pursue novel, high-risk discovery research. While we would all rather hold 
this meeting in person, we are excited to hold the meeting virtually and will do our best to make it a 
great experience for participants.

Research Corporation, The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group and Frederick Gardner Cottrell Foundation 
chose to focus on Microbiome, Neurobiology and Disease because we believe this critical area of science 
requires major breakthroughs in fundamental understanding of the gut-brain axis and the interplay 
between the microbiome and neuropathologies. Just as firmly, we believe these breakthroughs can be 
accelerated by chemists, bioengineers, microbiologists, geneticists, neurobiologists, and many others, 
working collaboratively on novel, high-risk projects.

We have an outstanding keynote speaker to set the stage for breakout discussions:

Robert Bryan, Baylor College of Medicine

We have a team of terrific discussion facilitators: Emily Balskus (Harvard University), Barbara Bendlin 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison), Robert Bryan (Baylor College of Medicine), Judith Eisen (University 
of Oregon), Ali Keshavarzian (Rush University Medical Center, Chicago), Rosa Krajmalnik-Brown 
(Arizona State University), Sarkis Mazmanian (California Institute of Technology) and  
George Weinstock (The Jackson Laboratory).

Scialog meetings focus on dialog and team building with the goal of creating novel strategies and 
collaborative approaches. An important feature is the opportunity for Scialog Fellows to form teams and 
write proposals to pursue particularly creative ideas that emerge through the dialogue. We hope this 
competition is exciting, but regardless of which proposals are funded, the primary purpose is to catalyze 
a deeper and more meaningful exchange of ideas than ordinarily occurs at scientific conferences. Our 
intent is for this process to help participants gain new insights and connections that significantly 
advance fundamental science to enable major advances in microbiome, neurobiology and disease 
technologies.

We hope each participant finds the Scialog experience of great value. Please do not hesitate to provide 
feedback on how to make the conference better. My fellow Program Directors, Richard Wiener and 
Silvia Ronco, the RCSA staff, and I are here to help make the meeting a great experience!

Andrew Feig
Program Director	  
Research Corporation for Science Advancement
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Conference Agenda (Optional activities in green) 
April 22-23, 2021

Thursday, April 22 (all times listed in Pacific time zone)	

8:00 – 9:00 am	 Early login	 Zoom Main Room & Breakout Rooms	 
	 Informal dialog 
	 BYO breakfast/lunch	

9:00 – 9:10 am	 Welcome	 Zoom Main Room	
	 Dan Linzer, President, RCSA 
	 Kathy Richmond, Director, Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group

9:10 – 9:25 am	 Conference Overview & Desired Outcomes	 Zoom Main Room 
	 Andrew Feig, RCSA

9:25 – 10:00 am	 Small Group Ice Breakers 	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

10:00 – 10:35 am	 Keynote Presentation & Discussion	 Zoom Main Room 
	 The Gut-Brain Axis with Stroke and Aging 
	 Bob Bryan, Baylor College of Medicine

10:35 – 10:50 am 	 Break	

10:50 – 11:00 am	 Directions for Breakout Sessions	 Zoom Main Room

11:00 am – 12:15 pm	 Breakout Session I	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

12:15 – 12:45 pm	 Report Out	 Zoom Main Room

12:45 – 2:00 pm 	 Lunch	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

2:00 – 2:45 pm	 Mini Breakout Session I (Fellows only)	 Gather Rooms

2:45 – 3:00 pm 	 Break	

3:00 – 3:45 pm	 Mini Breakout Session II (Fellows only)	 Gather Rooms

3:45 – 5:30 pm	 Break

5:30 – 7:30 pm	 Social Mixer	 Gather Rooms

		

Friday, April 23 (all times listed in Pacific time zone)
8:00 – 9:00 am	 Early login	 Zoom Main Room & Gather Rooms	 
	 Informal dialog 
	 BYO breakfast/lunch	

9:00 – 10:15 am	 Breakout Session II	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

10:15 – 10:45 am	 Report Out	 Zoom Main Room

10:45 – 11:00 am 	 Break	

11:00 – 12:15 pm	 Breakout Session III	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

12:15 – 12:45 pm 	 Report Out	 Zoom Main Room	

12:45 – 1:00 pm	 Discussion of Proposal Writing	 Zoom Main Room

1:00 – 2:00 pm	 Lunch	 Zoom Breakout Rooms

2:00 – 2:45 pm	 Mini Breakout Session III (Fellows only)	 Gather Rooms

2:45 – 3:00 pm 	 Break	

3:00 – 3:45 pm	 Mini Breakout Session IV (Fellows only)	 Gather Rooms

3:45 – 5:30 pm	 Break

5:30 – 7:30 pm	 Social Mixer	 Gather Rooms
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1.	 Awards are intended to provide seed funding for teams of two to three Scialog Fellows formed 
at this conference for high-risk, high-impact projects.

2.	 Two-page proposals should describe the project and role of each team member. No budget is 
necessary. A third page may be used for references.

3.	 Awards will be in the amount of $50K direct funding per team member, plus a small 
percentage for overhead. Grant duration will be one year.

4.	 No Scialog Fellow can be a member of more than two teams. If a Scialog Fellow is a member 
of two teams, other members of the teams must be different. No team can submit more than 
one proposal.

5.	 No Scialog Fellow who previously has won a Scialog MND Collaborative Award can be a 
member of more than one team. The other team members must be different from the 
members of the previously awarded team (Applies to Years 2 and 3).

6.	 Teams cannot include members who have previously collaborated with one another. If you are 
unsure of your status (e.g. prospective team members were part of a large collaboration but 
didn’t significantly interact), please check for clarification with an RCSA program director.

7.	 Teams are encouraged (but not required) to:
a)	 Include members with different research approaches and methods.
b)	 Include members from different disciplines.

8.	 Proposals must be submitted electronically by April 30, 2021. Instructions for submission will 
be provided at the meeting.

9.	 Awards are anticipated to start around July 1, 2021.

2021 Proposal Guidelines & Collaborative Awards
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Scialog Fellows 

Marie-Claire Arrieta marie.arrieta@ucalgary.ca 
University of Calgary, Physiology and Pharmacology 
The Arrieta lab studies how gut microbes early in life help 
define lifelong trajectories of health or disease. 

Heather Bean heather.d.bean@asu.edu 
Arizona State University, School of Life Sciences 
The Bean Lab studies microbial volatile metabolites as 
bioactive compounds that induce phenotype changes in 
other microbes and as biomarkers for diagnosing disease. 

Elizabeth Bess elizabeth.bess@uci.edu 
University of California, Irvine, Chemistry 
The Bess Lab fuses chemistry and microbiology to 
identify how the gut microbiome shapes the body’s 
chemical environment to induce neurological disease. 

Michael Burton michael.burton@utdallas.edu 
University of Texas at Dallas, Neuroscience
Neuroimmune interactions in the context of sex, age, 
obesity, diet, and influences on pain, depression, and 
cognition. 

Pamela Chang pamela.chang@cornell.edu 
Cornell University, Microbiology and Immunology 
We develop chemical methods to understand how gut 
microbial metabolites and their metabolism affect 
inflammatory and infectious diseases 

Ying-hui Chou yinghuichou@email.arizona.edu 
University of Arizona, Psychology 
Our lab develops MRI-guided TMS therapies and explores 
TMS-derived and image-based biomarkers for early 
diagnosis and prediction of therapeutic outcomes in AD. 

Stephanie Cologna cologna@uic.edu 
University of Illinois at Chicago, Chemistry 
Biological mass spectrometry laboratory using 
proteomics and lipidomics to study neurodegeneration. 

Lawrence David lawrence.david@duke.edu 
Duke University, Molecular Genetics and Microbiology
The interface between nutrition, gut microbiology, and 
human disease. 

Cesar de la Fuente cfuente@upenn.edu 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Bioengineering, Microbiology, Psychiatry, 
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
We combine the power of machines and biology to study, 
detect, and treat infectious diseases. 

Dave Durgan durgan@bcm.edu 
Baylor College of Medicine, Anesthesiology 
Role of the gut microbiome in cardiovascular diseases.

Aida Ebrahimi sue66@psu.edu 
The Pennsylvania State University, 
Electrical Engineering and Biomedical Engineering 
Simultaneous quantification of the biochemical 
markers to study the relations between gut 
microbiome and brain diseases. 

Faranak Fattahi Faranak.Fattahi@ucsf.edu 
University of California, San Francisco, 
Biochemistry and Biophysics 
We use human pluripotent stem cells to study the 
enteric nervous system (ENS) in health and disease. 
The ENS is an intricate network of neurons and glia 
that regulate the vital activities of the gut. 

Linnea R Freeman linnea.freeman@furman.edu 
Furman University, Biology 
Sex differences in the gut microbiome and feeding 
behavior: cause and consequence. 

Flavio Frohlich flavio_frohlich@med.unc.edu 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Psychiatry
Brain oscillations, personalized medicine for 
psychiatry, preclinical+clinical trials, animal models, 
computer simulations, brain stimulation. 

Melanie Gareau mgareau@ucdavis.edu 
UC Davis, Anatomy, Physiology and Cell Biology
Neuroimmunophysiology of the microbiota-gut-brain 
axis. 

Nandita Garud ngarud@ucla.edu 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
I am interested in the evolutionary dynamics of gut 
microbiota. 

Gianna Hammer gianna.hammer@duke.edu 
Duke University School of Medicine, Immunology 
Adaptation, diversification and fortification of 
immunity in the intestine. 
Stavroula Hatzios stavroula.hatzios@yale.edu 
Yale University, Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental 
Biology/Microbial Sciences Institute 
My lab studies host–microbe interactions in the 
gastrointestinal tract through the activity-guided 
discovery of proteins, post-translational modifications, 
and metabolites that shape cell signaling. 

Elaine Hsiao ehsiao@g.ucla.edu 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
Integrative Biology and Physiology 
The Hsiao lab is interested in microbiome and immune 
interactions with the nervous system during health 
and disease. 
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Scialog Fellows Continued

Maayan Levy maayanle@pennmedicine.upenn.edu 
University of Pennsylvania, Microbiology 
We explore how intestinal epithelial cells sense 
microbial metabolites and initiate appropriate 
regulatory responses. We apply this strategy to several 
intestinal diseases of poorly defined etiology. 

Yang-Yu Liu yyl@channing.harvard.edu 
Harvard Medical School, Medicine 
I am a statistical physicist by training. Currently, I am 
interested in understanding the assembly rules of 
human microbiome, from community ecology, network 
science and dynamic systems perspectives. 

Erin Longbrake erin.longbrake@yale.edu 
Yale University, Neurology 
I study the relationships between the microbiome 
and immunomodulatory meds used for MS. I’m also 
interested in manipulating very early stage MS to try 
and prevent manifestations of disease. 

Will Ludington ludington@carnegiescience.edu 
Carnegie Institution, Embryology 
Interested in understanding complexity in microbiome-
host relationships, particularly with regards to 
colonization and how the host detects and regulates it. 

Sarah MacEachern sarah.maceachern@ucalgary.ca
University of Calgary, Pediatrics 
My research focus is Precision Medicine for 
Developmental Pediatrics, with the goal of 
understanding and positively impacting children with 
neurodevelopmental conditions. 

Tom Mansell mansell@iastate.edu 
Iowa State University, 
Chemical and Biological Engineering 
The Mansell lab uses synthetic biology and metabolic 
engineering to optimize live biotherapeutics. Our main 
approach is to pair prebiotics with engineered strains to 
create custom synbiotics. 

Mark Mimee mmimee@uchicago.edu
University of Chicago, 
Microbiology/Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering 
In the Mimee Lab, we develop strategies to engineer the 
microbiome, investigating genetic design of commensal 
bacteria and bacteriophage. 

Shikha Nangia snangia@syr.edu 
Syracuse University, 
Biomedical and Chemical Engineering
Computational biophysicist, multiscale modeling, 
blood-brain barrier.

Camille Nebeker nebeker@eng.ucsd.edu 
University of California, San Diego, Public Health 
@cnebeker explores the ethical and social implications of 
emerging technologies in health research. 

Tanya Nguyen ttn050@health.ucsd.edu 
University of California San Diego, Psychiatry 
Investigate dynamic microbial and metabolomic 
signatures underlying cardiometabolic dysfunction, 
inflammation, and cognitive aging in schizophrenia. 

Lisa Osborne lisa.osborne@ubc.ca 
University of British Columbia, 
Microbiology and Immunology 
How do non-bacterial members of the intestinal 
ecosystem regulate the gut-brain axis? What are the 
impacts on neurons & glial cells? How does timing of 
intestinal colonization influence outcomes? 

Noah Palm noah.palm@yale.edu
Yale School of Medicine, Immunobiology 
Molecular mediators of host-microbiota interaction in 
human health and disease. 

Leah Pyter leah.pyter@osumc.edu 
Ohio State University, Psychiatry 
Role of oral/gut microbes in cancer-associated behavioral 
comorbidites and inflammation. 

Xin Qi xxq38@case.edu 
Case Western Reserve University, 
Physiology and Biophysics 
Professor Studying on neurodegenerative diseases, 
Drug discovery, mitochondrial dysfunction and cell-cell 
communications. 

Courtney J. Robinson courtney.robinson@howard.edu 
Howard University, Biology
I am a microbial ecologist who focuses on community 
dynamics and host-microbiota interactions in insects and 
mammals, as well as microbial diversity and function in 
surface and subsurface systems. 

Ashley Ross ashley.ross@uc.edu 
University of Cincinnati, Chemistry 
We develop electrochemical and microfluidic tools to 
measure the mechanism and dynamics of brain-immune 
communication. 

Lisa M. Ryno lryno@oberlin.edu 
Oberlin College, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
We are studying the relationship between stress signaling 
pathways and biofilm to find new targets for antibiofilm 
drug development and subinhibitory antibiotic detection. 
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Scialog Fellows Continued

Tim Sampson trsamps@emory.edu 
Emory University, Physiology 
Functional roles of microbes in neurodegenerative 
disease and injury. 

Amina Schartup aschartup@ucsd.edu 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
I am a trace metal biogeochemist interested in the 
intersection between environment processes and human 
health. 

Mei Shen mshen233@illinois.edu 
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, 
Chemistry, Neuroscience Program, Beckman Institute
Shen group aims to develop nanoscale sensing probes 
(radius as small as 10 nm) for the real-time detection of 
cholinergic and monoamine transmitters at single cells 
and single synaptic cleft. 

Abhishek Shrivastava ashrivastava@asu.edu 
Arizona State University, School of Life Sciences 
Interested in bacterial signaling, motility, and 
colonization. 

Jae Sung sung.jaeyun@mayo.edu 
Mayo Clinic, Surgery 
Computational Approaches to characterize the chemical 
ecology of the gut microbiome. Discovery of clinical 
biomarkers and in silico design of probiotic consortia for 
chronic auto-immune disease. 

Carolina Tropini carolina.tropini@ubc.ca 
University of British Columbia, Microbiology and 
Immunology, School of Biomedical Engineering 
I am interested in understanding how the physical 
environment of the gut (pH, osmolality, temperature) 
affects the microbiota in health and disease. 

Robin Michelle Voigt-Zuwala robin_voigt@rush.edu 
Rush University Medical Center, Internal Medicine 
Gut-Brain-Axis. 

Harris Wang hw2429@columbia.edu 
Columbia University, Systems Biology 
I develop new genomics and synthetic biology 
technologies to probe the workings of the gut 
microbiome and to engineer next-gen probiotics for 
microbiome-based therapeutics and personalized 
medicine. 

Wenjing Wang wenjwang@umich.edu 
University of Michigan, Life Sciences Institute and 
Department of Chemistry 
Our group is interested in designing optogenetic and 
chemogenetic tools to study GPCR signaling at high 
spatial and temporal resolution. 

Chris Whidbey whidbeyc@seattleu.edu 
Seattle University, Chemistry 
My research is interested in developing and using 
chemical tools to study how microbial communities 
interact with human health, especially maternal-child 
health. 

Zongqi Xia zxia1@pitt.edu 
University of Pittsburgh, Department of Neurology 
My research program addresses the unmet needs in 
clinical neuroimmunology and lies at the intersection of 
data science and translational research. 

Irene Yang irene.yang@emory.edu 
Emory University, School of Nursing 
My research focuses on the oral microbiome and 
inflammation as an underlying mechanism to explain 
the relationship between poor oral health and extra-oral 
conditions like Alzheimer’s disease. 

Kaixiong (Calvin) Ye kaixiong.ye@uga.edu 
University of Georgia, Genetics 
I am a human geneticist with a research focus on Gene-
Diet Interactions in human health and evolution. My 
research combines computational/bioinformatic and 
molecular approaches. 

JP Yu jp.yu@wisc.edu 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Radiology, 
Psychiatry, and Biomedical Engineering 
Development and validation of quantitative MRI and 
PET neuroimaging biomarkers of the microbiota-gut-
brain axis for precision imaging in neurologic and 
psychiatric illness. 

Kai Zhang kaizkaiz@illinois.edu 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Biochemistry 
Develop optogenetic platforms for live-cell imaging and 
control of signal transduction during cell differentiation 
and embryonic development. 

Yanjiao Zhou yazhou@uchc.edu 
UConn Health, Medicine 
I am interested in studying the mechanisms of gut-
brain interaction and in developing the next generation 
gut probiotics for CNS diseases. 

Joel Zylberberg joelzy@yorku.ca 
York University, Department of Physics and Astronomy 
My research combines machine learning (ML) and 
neuroscience. An active side project of mine is to make 
DBS treatments that adapt their stimulation settings 
based on the patient’s behavioral state. 
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Emily Balskus balskus@chemistry.harvard.edu 
Harvard University, Chemistry and Chemical Biology 
Understanding and manipulating the chemistry of the 
human microbiome. 

Barbara Bendlin bbb@medicine.wisc.edu 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center 
Interested in modifiable risk factors for Alzheimer’s… 
including metabolic risk, gut microbiome, and social 
determinants of health. 

Bob Bryan rbryan@bcm.edu 
Baylor College of Medicine, Anesthesiology 
My interests include the gut brain axis in 
neurodegenerative diseases and hypertension. 

Judith Eisen eisen@uoregon.edu 
University of Oregon, Institute of Neuroscience/
Department of Biology Mechanisms 
Underlying interactions among the nervous system, 
immune system, and host-associated microbiota. 

Ali Keshavarzian Ali_Keshavarzian@rush.edu 
Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, Medicine/GI 
Gut microbiota induced neuroinflammation in PD. 

Discussion Facilitators

Rosy Krajmalnik-Brown dr.rosy@asu.edu 
Arizona State University, Biodesign Institute 
Studying interventions that modify human gut microbial 
structure and function, and the effect of these changes 
on the gut-brain connection. 

Sarkis Mazmanian sarkis@caltech.edu 
California Institute of Technology, 
Department of Biology and Biological Engineering 
Our laboratory explores the gut-brain axis in 
neurodevelopmental and neurodegenerative disorders. 

George Weinstock george.weinstock@jax.org 
The Jackson Laboratory, Microbial Genomics 
The behavior of microbiomes with particular application 
to medicine; any kind of genetics. 
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Guests

Catalina Achim cachim@nsf.gov 
National Science Foundation, Division of Chemistry
Program Director in the Chemistry of Life Processes of the 
NSF Division of Chemistry. 

Alexandra Basford alexandra.basford@alleninstitute.org 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group looks for new, 
breakthrough ideas in bioscience and directs research 
funding to help advance human health.

Elaine Fisher elaine.fisher@shanahanfoundation.org 
Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation, Brain Health 
The Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation aims to 
advance our understanding of brain health by challenging 
traditional approaches to scientific research. 

Daren Ginete dginete@sciphil.org 
Science Philanthropy Alliance 

Anne Hultgren ahultgren@beckman-foundation.org 
Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation, Programs 
Supporting Young Scientists Today for Tomorrow’s 
Breakthrough Discoveries. 
Shaun Kirkpatrick skirkpatrick@rctech.com 
Frederick Gardner Cottrell Foundation of 
Research Corporation Technologies, Inc. 

Sandra Laney slaney@walderfoundation.org 
Walder Foundation, Science Innovation 

Bishakha Mona bmona@sciphil.org 
Science Philanthropy Alliance, Neuroscience 
I’m neuroscience fellow at the Alliance. I work with 
funders interested in neuroscience for their giving 
strategy. 

Charles Neblett charles.neblett@mcnairinterests.com 
McNair Medical Institute, Medical 

Mary O’Reilly moreilly@flinn.org 
Flinn Foundation, Bioscience 

Stephani Otte stephani.otte@chanzuckerberg.com 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, Science 

Kathryn Richmond kathrynr@alleninstitute.org 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group encourages new ways 
of doing science, nurtures breakthroughs, and fosters 
a creative community built on a shared passion for 
discovery. 

Chris Somerville chris@openphilanthropy.org 
Open Philanthropy, Science 
I work for a philanthropy that supports biomedical 
research. 

Rachel Tompa rachelt@alleninstitute.org 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group, Communications 
Science writing and communication. 
Elizabeth Weiss eweiss@sciphil.org 
Science Philanthropy Alliance 

Heather Youngs heather@openphilanthropy.org 
Open Philanthropy 
I am interested in how the microbiome modulates 
inflammation, metabolism, mood and behavior.
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